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Support DOD Peer Reviewed Medical Research in Spinal Muscular Atrophy

DID YOU KNOW? 
•	 Spinal muscular atrophy (SMA) is an inherited neurodegenerative disease that 

impacts residents in all 50 states. SMA attacks the nervous system and destroys 
the muscles used for activities such as breathing, eating, crawling, and walking. 
(Source: Cure SMA)

•	 About 1 in 50 Americans is an SMA carrier, including an estimated 384,000 military 
service members and veterans. If both parents are carriers, every child they have 
together has a 1 in 4 chance of having SMA. (Source: Cure SMA)

•	 Due to SMA’s rapid muscle loss, 82% of individuals with SMA utilize a wheelchair 
or other durable medical equipment, 75% depend on 20 or more hours of weekly 
caregiving assistance, and 36% require breathing support. The SMA community 
seeks new treatments that increase muscle strength, improve motor function, 
reduce fatigue, enhance breathing and swallowing, and decrease dependency on 
mobility devices. (Source: State of SMA Report)

•	 Congress established the Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program (PRMRP) 
to foster novel approaches to biomedical research and enhance the health and 
well-being of service members, veterans, and their families, including those 
impacted by SMA, a previous PRMRP research priority. 
(Source: U.S. Department of Defense)

To help address the ongoing and significant 
unmet needs of individuals with SMA, 
Cure SMA urges Congress to support report 
language in the Defense Appropriations bill adding 
“spinal muscular atrophy” in the list of diseases 
eligible within the U.S. Department of Defense’s 
Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program. SMA 
was last identified as a PRMRP research priority 
in the FY 2020 conference report.

WHY CO NGRESS SHOULD ACT
Federal research investments in SMA have led to multiple disease-modifying treatments for SMA and breakthroughs benefiting other neurological 
and neuromuscular disorders, including amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) and multiple sclerosis (MS). While existing SMA treatments help slow or 
stop future motor neuron loss and muscle decline, they do not cure the disease or reverse devasting symptoms that cause severe muscle weakness or 
motor function loss. These devasting symptoms impede the health and independence of children and adults with SMA in all 50 states and especially 
burdens military and veteran families affected by SMA by impacting their military careers, limiting military spouses, and straining their family budgets. 
New research through the Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program that focuses on regenerating nerve damage, reversing muscle weakness, and 
restoring motor function, among other things, will benefit children and adults with SMA and help address the needs of military service members and 
others who experienced spinal cord injuries, nerve damage, and related muscle disorders.

CURE SMA POSI T I ON

Additionally, we support robust funding for 
all federal research programs (DOD, National 
Institutes of Health, and the National Science 
Foundation) to maintain our country’s global 
research leadership and to help unleash 
innovation that improves the lives of Americans, 
including individuals suffering from debilitating 
diseases such as SMA.
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DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS REQUEST INFORMATION 

Appropriations Bill: Defense Appropriations Bill

Federal Department: U.S. Department of Defense

Agency/Account: Other Department of Defense Programs/ Defense Health Program

Line Item/ Number: Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program/ 150

Cure SMA Request: Report Language (see below)

CURE SMA REPORT LANGUAGE REQUEST 

Within the report related to the Peer-Reviewed Medical Research Program, we ask that “spinal muscular atrophy” be added in 
the list of priority research areas for the program. 

The Committee directs the Secretary of Defense, in conjunction with the Service Surgeons General, to select medical 
research projects of clear scientific merit and direct relevance to military health. Research areas considered under this 
funding are restricted to: …spinal muscular atrophy. The Committee emphasizes that the additional funding provided 
under the Peer-Reviewed Medical Research Program shall be devoted only to the purposes listed above.
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The language can also be found at this link: https://www.congress.gov/119/crpt/srpt52/CRPT-119srpt52.pdf#page=218


